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“For over twenty years now, Pokey LaFarge has been delivering his version of retro-Americana. That journey continues
with Rent Money, a collection of eleven tracks preoccupied with the almighty dollar.
LaFarge follows up the more expansive Rhumba Country with this slightly scaled-back effort. Once again working with

producer Elliot Bergman (Wild Belle, LA LOM, Natalie Bergman), LaFarge’s sound incorporates light blues, jazz, easy reg-
gae, folk, country, and rock and roll, all in a minimalist manner. While LaFarge’s music may look back to the mid-20th cen-
tury, his lyrics address modern monetary worries and timeless love.
The album opens with a shuffling tune titled “The Thing,” displaying sweet backing vocals from Addie Hamilton, who

pops up a few times on the record, contributing beautiful contrast to LaFarge’s singing. A major focus of Rent Money is the
groove, as LaFarge gets heads bopping and hips moving on the slow-rocking “Big Boss Man”, the light reggae of the title
track, and the slippery “Can’t Take it With You”.
Along with efforts like “Work,” the idea of capitalism is at the forefront for La-

Farge as he strips things down on the lyrical front as well, needing only the classic
country essentials to make it through the day. The slow blues groove of “My Baby
Loves Me” with vibrating guitars is a winner, but LaFarge always seems to hit his
heights when he just cuts loose and has a good time, such as on the fully revved
up yet still stripped down “Hambone,” which cooks with joyous energy.
The horn- and organ-accented album closer “On and On” bucks and kicks in its

stall while the late-night noir scene is set during “Told You No,” which uses trum-
pets winningly. The good hearted, yet naive call for unity, “Stick Together” is too
simplistic, however the groove carries the day on it and other efforts like
“Stranger”.
Continuing his journey, Pokey LaFarge works hard to make the aptly titled Rent

Money in this modern age, using his signature retro-Americana musical style as a
guiding framework.” - Glide Magazine, Pokey LaFarge Keeps His Retro-Americana
Spirit Alive on the Groovy ‘Rent Money’ (ALBUM REVIEW), 9/10/26
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Glide Magazine weighs in on Pokey LaFarge’s Rent Money
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The Austin Chronicle covers the start of the Johnny Blue Skies tour

Coming up… 9/28: Maggie Rose “Weekend Lover”


