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Atwood Magazine chats with Royel Otis about hickey and more

R I G H T A R M R E S O U R C E W E E K LY U P D AT E - 1 2 / 3 / 2 0 2 5

“Two is the magic number for Australian music duo, Royel Otis – in terms of each other, and in relation to their sophomore album, hickey. Their partnership sparks a destined
chemistry between the two, one that shines through their music and live performances. Without Royel (Pavlovic) there is no Otis (Maddell), and without Otis there is no Royel.
The pair simply belong next to the other, and have, over the course of the past six years, grown into a dynamic duo that is taking the world by storm.

The band’s anticipated second record, hickey, is on its way (due out August 22nd), ready to deliver a bittersweet monologue about love, goodbyes, and everything in-between.
When discussing the thought process behind this title, they explain, “because love bites harder than any other emotion in the world.”
Love leaves its mark, just as a hickey does. Even though hickeys bruise, they do heal over time. Whether that’s referring to temporary love, or short-term pain, it takes an emo-

tional toll on the heart, which processes hurt and adoration deeply. There’s such symbolism in this title – from the profound emotions it represents, to the implications of leaving
the ones you love.

The album’s three promotional singles give fans a sneak peek into Royel Otis’ evolving artistry while exploring these topics as well. Their first single, “moody,” was described to
be a song about a girl. “car,” the second single, is best captured as a song about goodbyes. The recently released “say something” is a song about unspoken words.

As they embark on this exciting new chapter of their career, Royel Otis brought their energy to the stage through a combination of new, old, and beloved tracks. The duo
played snippets from the new album at their Lollapalooza show, alongside covers and past hits.

Atwood Magazine had the opportunity to sit down and chat with Royel Otis about their upcoming release just hours before they hit Lollapalooza’s Lakeshore stage.
THE TWO OF YOU ARE A CREATIVE POWERHOUSE, HOW DO YOU PLAN TO CHANNEL THIS ENERGY INTO YOUR LOLLAPALOOZA SET TODAY? WILL YOU
BE PLAYING ANY UNRELEASED SONGS FROM THE UPCOMING ALBUM?
Royel Pavlovic: Lots of energy, a lot of jetlag, and four new songs, one unreleased song.
Otis Maddell: We’re playing an unreleased song called “who’s your boyfriend.”
YOU’VE BEEN VERY OPEN ABOUT THE THEMES OF YOUR LAST THREE SINGLES. WHAT OTHER TOPICS DOES THE ALBUM TOUCH ON?
Otis: Mostly love and burgers as well.
Royel: I’d say a lot of love and having to let go of things because we’ve been on tour for so long. You don’t see much of your family, so a lot of missing and longing for your fam-
ily, your friends, and your loved ones.
WHAT IS TOUR LIFE LIKE FOR YOU GUYS?
Otis: It’s like a rollercoaster, yeah it’s good. Up and down, tired, exciting a lot. It’s cool, it’s amazing to see new places.
Royel: It is a rollercoaster and you just learn how to live completely in each other’s pockets or with a team. You need a really good team, I love touring it just needs to be man-
aged well. We have a great team, so it’s good if that’s the case.
FOR EACH SINGLE, YOU’VE PROVIDED A PROMPTED DESCRIPTION. TO GIVE AN EXAMPLE, WHEN TALKING ABOUT YOUR SONG “CAR” YOU SAID, “THIS
IS A SONG ABOUT GOODBYES.” IF YOU HAD TO DO THE SAME FOR THE ALBUM, WHAT WOULD IT BEST BE DESCRIBED AS?
Otis: This is a bunch of songs about goodbyes.
“SAY SOMETHING” IS A SONG ABOUT UNSPOKEN WORDS. IF YOU COULD GO BACK IN TIME AND CHANGE THE PAST, WOULD YOU? HOW HAS YOUR PAST
PAIN SHAPED WHO YOU’VE BECOME TODAY?
Otis: Then everything would probably be too perfect. So no, I wouldn’t change the past, maybe some things.
Royel: I don’t know, there wouldn’t be the challenges. If you could go back, you could always fix the challenges. If there’s no challenges, there’s no reward. I wouldn’t go back
and change anything; I’ll do it all again.
NOW THAT YOU’RE CLOSER TO THE ALBUM RELEASE DATE, AND HAVE DEBUTED THREE SINGLES, HOW ARE YOU FEELING ABOUT DROPPING YOUR
SECOND LP?
Otis: Honestly, good. There’s some songs in there that I think are cool and a bit different.
Royel: I just want it to get out there, and hear what people think about it and hear what their favorites are. I’m excited for this LP, can’t wait to get into the studio once we have
time to record more. But I can’t wait to hear what people think about it, it’s a bit different.
ARE THERE ANY SONGS YOU ARE SPECIFICALLY EXCITED FOR FANS TO LISTEN TO?
Otis: “dancing with myself.”
Royel: “dancing with myself ” is definitely up there, we worked on that with Josh and Lydia from Jungle. “shut up” is another one that Otis came into the studio with. We worked
on that with just Josh I think, from Jungle. Also, all the songs we did with Blake Slatkin and Omer Fedi. We’ve worked with so many people, all good friends.
Stripping Songs Down to Their Simplest Parts with Royel Otis
YOUR MUSIC IS OFTENTIMES CHARACTERIZED AS CINEMATIC, WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE MOVIES?
Otis: One of my favorite comedies is Napoleon Dynamite. Movies are great, I love movies. My all-time favorite film is an Australian classic called The Man from Snowy River.
Royel: I am a huge film buff. I got a lot of my music from films growing up and skating videos that my brother had. I always say that I would love to work in film, as in behind the
scenes working on the music in film. Favorite films would be True Romance. I really love True Romance and Princess Mononoke.
DO YOU DRAW FROM MOVIE-LIKE EXPERIENCES WHEN CREATING MUSIC?
Otis: We have before, with like “Oysters in My Pocket.” There’s a scene in Napoleon Dynamite where he’s pulling Cheetos out of his pocket in class, and that was kind of like
“Oysters in My Pocket.” Save it for lunch kind of vibe.
Royel: I’m always inspired by soundtracks on animes, they go from metal to peaceful. I love the juxtaposition between that. I draw inspiration for sure.” - Atwood, 8/14/25

Kicking off 2026… 1/5: Boy Golden… 1/12: Clay Street Unit…


